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i & cahokis creek, found to cc ttaln high concentrations of potenllnlly harmful

! chbemleals and henvy meta;., was brou
health officials last week, apparenlly
“'Dead Creek", 8 dilch that runs [rom Judith

%M {0 the attention of state and Jocal
ter many years of problems.
Lne in Cahokia to Queeny

Ave. in Sauget, was fenced off after soil sa Jnles analyzed by the Ilinois En-

vironmenlal Protection Agency were foun
Including chhlorlnlled biphenyts

tremely  hazardous™ chemicals,

to contain high levels ol “ex-

(PCBs), Cahokia Health Officer Tonie Tow said
'Although area residents say the creek has beens &roblem for many years,

vamen said that the matier had been brought

his attention only last

after a large secllon of the ditch caught fire.

o fhave no idea (why the subject hadn’t come up before),’ Townund sald ..
Friday. “'Residents never regorted It. 1 became aware of it after a fire Mny <
A take goll samples. -

2,” after which he had the E

“Townsend sald that he called the
EPA periodically when lhe results
were delayed, {lul a backlogged
laboratory and a broken plece of
equipment prevented analysis of lhe
samples.

However, when news of the crecll
broke, Townsend said, the EPA's
héad chemist came down [rom Spr-
Inglield to gather additionsl

samples, including water gamples to”

determine whether the water supply
has been contaminated.

_EPA officisls sre concerned that
the chemicals have already reached
the water level, which is only three
feet under the ditch,

However, John Muraro, an EPA
spokesman, sald that he ''sces no
threal to the waterways at’this
point.”

Resulls of the water samples were
to have been available Monday,
Muraro said.

Residents also said that the ¢: lch
smoked perfodlc.lly in hot wr .ther
and somctimes gave off & p rplish
glow. An EPA spokesman s: ‘d that
the high concentrat{on of
phoephorus In the ditch--120,000
patts per million-could explain the

smoking, a8 the chemica! becomes

reactive at 86 degrees Fahrenheit,

The EPA s currently in-
vestigating the extent of the concen-
tration of the materials in the ditch,
Townsend said. The extent of the
contamination wifl determine what
action is taken.

included in the Inveatigation is fin-

ding who is responsible {or dumping
the chemicals. Muraro said that
there are » few possibilities, but
declined to comment. However,

Townsend sald that there is wmrﬂ'wm that dilchup complately—and 7** Y-V e-"."
they're worrled shout where the -

speculation about » trucking com.
peny that existed in Sauget that
reporlzdly hauled hazardous waste.
“The trucking company may have
had something to do with It,”” Town- -
send sald. “"Rul thev've heen out of

business for such a Iong time, we

don’t even know their name."’

The fact that the PCB level in the -

ditch ranges from 3,200 paris per
million near Queen to 120 parts

million at Judith supports [N

theory, Townsend point,

_A preliminary Jist of the soll sam-

ﬁlc results included high concentra-

ons of 18 heavy materials, Besides

the PCBs and phosphorus, among
the highest concentrations were
Iron, 70,000 parts per miltion; cop-
per, 32,000 parts per mllllon- and
tinc, 25,000 parts per million.

Plants near the creek include

‘Monsanto Co.'s Krummrich Plant,

Amsax Zinc and Cerro Copper,

- among others.

A Monsanto spokesman, John

‘Spano, said that there is no evidence

to link us with the problem.

“The state Is investigating It, and .

we will help In any way we can,”
Spano said. It may ( me ar
parent thal Monsanto is involved) in

_ the future. But this (the creek) goes

way back in history. 1t's dilficult to
try to unravel.

“But there are seversl industries
in the ares, and to pinpoint one Is un-
fair. We cannol assume respon-
sibility for this,” Spano sald.

Muraro said that the EPA hoped to
know whal course would be taken
with the ditch by today.

“It's a static situation right now,"
he said Friday. ““We don’t know ex-
actly what {o do with K..it all
depends on the concentration (of the
chemicals).”

*“They're probably going to have

money's ;oﬁn1 o come f{rom,”
Townsend concluded. *'I'm just con-

scerned about getting it cleaned up

and gemn; It decent lo live over
there

'cafches ;.af'f‘enhon of healfh official:
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"PETE LAUMAN, 105 judith, Cahokio, stands before a smolder. * o
tained the creek hO\'bnn a problem for years, he wos notilied of
. Ing spot of land near a cresk In Cohokia. After somples of soll .. the shuation only la#t Mayp ofter o Io,yg. section of the d-id\
, l were onolyzed by the IEPA, the cresk wos fenced off {below). * lguughl fire. the EPA Is currently investigating the extent of con.'®

Caohokia Health officer said that while orea residents have main. '1 * Yenirotion of horzardous mo!onoh In the ditch. v e
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